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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION—HORSESHOE
RRIDGE TRAMWAY.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.33): I have given notice to move the
adjournment of the House in order to dis-
ersy 4 matter of urgency in relation to
tramway traffic over the Horseshoe Bridge.

The PRESIDENT: It will be necessary
for four members to indicate their support.

Four members baving risen in their
places,

Hon, J. XICHOLSON: T move—
That the House do now adjourn.

For a long time past the traffic authorities
have endeavoured to devise means to lessen
the congestion of traffie in our streets, and
minimige * the risk of accident to persons
vsing the public thoroughfares. In oppo-
sition te this well-recognised plan the Gov-
ernment are proceeding with the comstrue-
tion of a tramway across the Horseshoe
Bridge, with the object of linking up the
cars proceeding down William-street with
those at Newecastle-street. The Government
believe, T understand, that this diversion of
traffic will effect a certain saving, but such
considerations should not weigh with Minis-
ters in constructing a tramway when it in-
volves loss of life, as I think will be the
case if the construction of the tramway
across the Horseshoe Bridge is econtinved.
Every member knows the bridge well, and
the subjeet has been so fully ventilated that
few remarks are meeded to augment what
kas been said, but even an ordinarvy
layman proceeding over the bridge real-
ises that, with its numerous curves
and the large over-hang of many of
the trams now used, the risk of aeeci-
dent will be increased many times. There
js 8 plan on the Table of the House,
a reproductlon of which appears in
the Press this morning, and a study of it
must impress nnyone with the seriousness
of the risk. The bridge is used by a large
body of pedestrians from the north end of
the town, and a large section of people who
travel by vehiclea other than tramears. In
the mornings and evenings particularly the
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volume of traffie across the bridge is aston-
ishing, and ome can readily appreciate tlat
with the addition of trams, accidents can
kardly be avoided, while the hold-up of
traffic that must arise will he a very serious
drawback to the progress of the ciiy.

Hon. J. J. 1lolmes: One of the prineijal
exits from the railway station leads on to
the bridge.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: Quite so. Under
the traffic regulations ordinary vehicles
are bound to stop when stationary cars
arg setting down and taking up pas-
gengers.  This in itself wiil eause great
congestion.  How the Govermment will
handle the trafic is a diffieulty that pre-
sents itself for solution, but they will not
solve it by carrying tramway traflic over the
bridge. There ie a means te solve tie Jiffi-
culty, namely, by the Goverament construet-
ing a bridge to take the trams across the
railway at another point. Before the Horso-
shoe Bridge was constructed there was a
dangerous crossing over the railway at
William-street, and it was because of
the dangers there that the new bridge
was comstructed. The object was to
prevent accidents, and make it possiblo
for f{raffic to continue in one endless
flow from William-street across the rail-
way line to other parts of the -ecity.
With a tramway across the Horseshoo
Bridge the impeding of traffe will he al-
most as great as it was prior to the con-
struetion of the bridge. The Goverument
should find another site—and suitable sites
have been suggested—for a bridge to carry
the trams naeross the railway. It wouid
be difficult to take =& bridge in a
straight line across the railway because
of the levels, and that is one reason
why the Horseshoe Bridge was designed
That bridge bas filled n mueh felt
want, although it has not been all that
could be wished. Tf the Govermnent are
sincere in their desire to save money, they
could effect a similar saving by taking the
trafic along another route. There is con-
giderable difficulty in earrying all the trafic
over the Beaufort-street Bridge, but this is
no reason why the Government should int.r-
fere with the one outlet and inlet provided
by the Horseshoe Bridge for people whose
neceds demand the use of that bridge.
Pedestriang moving across that bridge
move largely at angles, and one has omly
to watch the traffic to appreeiate that.
We can realise that the adding of tramways
to the other traffie across the bridge, with
the overhanging of the trams, would increase
the risk enormously. T maoke a suggestion
to the Government now, Other suggestions
have heen made. One from a competent
engineer appears in this morning’s paper
probably may receive consideration from
the Government. But if they are in-
sistent upon taking the frams across
William-street, surely they can censtrnet
another bridge for the special use of
the trams, leaving the present bridge
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for the use of vehicuilar traffic and
toot passengers. If it is absolutely neces-
sary that another Horseshoe Bridge should
be built, there i ample land available for
the purpose. [t may mean the resumption
of yome’ property-near the corner of the
street.  Whethet such a scheme is prae-
ticable 1 4o not venture to suy, but com-
potent engineers could be asked to report on
it. If it should not be’essential, however,
‘to take the trams over that partieular peint,
a bridge could be erected at some other
suitable place, tllereby saving the risks in-
volved in the present scheme. The City
Couneil- have protested strongly, aud have
written to the (overmment regarding the
use of the Horseshee Bridge for tramways.
I consider it is the duty of every member
to emphasise the public protests against
the continuation of the work, and I sin-
derely hope that the Government will take
the ‘matter serionsly to heart and decide
to'disvontinue the work now in progress,
T sibmit the motion.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (¢ Motropolitan: Subuy-
ban) [4.48]: In seconding Mr. Nicholson’s
motion, I desire to refer to the circumstances
which obtained prior to the eonstruction of
the Horseshoe Bridge. Those of us
who knew the city of Perth in the
years from 1900 to 1903 will remem-
ber a level erossing at William-street, a
wooden overhead bridge being provided
for foot traffic. Even at that early
period the level crossing was realised to be
extremely dangerous, and eity representa-
tives in Doth Houses often rcferred to the
need for the construction of a bridge ade-
quate to the teaffie. About .July, 1901, Mr.
Randell asked a series of questions in this
Chamber regarding the plans and specifiea-
tions for a new bridge. He was told that
the matter was receiving attention, and that
the plans would be ready in asbout & month’'s
time, Mr, C.J. Moran repeated those ques-
tions in the Legislative Assembly during
September, 1901, and was informed that
the plans would be complete in the course of
a few days. The plans were completed, and
in 1902 a sum of about £25,000 was placed
on the Estimates for the counstruction of the
bridge, that being the estimated cost. A
sum of £10,000 was allocated to the work
for the year. The bridge was compleied,
and was admitted to be a boon to the people
of Perth, and more especially to residents of
the northern suburbs. Tn 1905 Parliament
passed an Act vesting the bridge and its
maintenance in the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, a section of the measure stipulating
that the footpaths and the roadway over
the bridge were to be dedicated for all time
to the people of Perth and its environa. Tt
ia not for a moment doubted that the
Minister for Railways has the absclute
right to do as he pleases with the bridge.
In his wisdom he has decided that the time
has arrived when tramway lines ghall be
laid across the Horseshoe Bridge for the
purpose of somewhat shortening the dis-
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‘tance  to  the northern  suburbs  as
compared  with the distanee involved
in  the existing rowte over the Beau-
tort-strect hridge. However, the traitic
or Perth to-day iy of such a nature

that all right-thinking peeple acknowledge
it would be a source of great danger to life
and limb if stch an event as the construe-
tion of traomway  lines across the Horseshoe
Rridge took place. The people have voiced
with no uncertzin sound the objections they
entertain tv the Government’s propusal, [t
is beyond our ken to devise any means which
would obviate accidents on' the sharp turns
inseparable from the bridge, more -espec-
ially aceidents to 'drivers of vehicles and to
those foot passengers who cross the hridge.
* Hon. J. J, Helmes: [ do not think the
Traflic Braneli ‘of the Police Department
wonld issue a1 metor leemse until u driver
showed that he vould negotiate the lforse-
shioe DBridge under sueh conditions, hs the
bridge would then Le one ol the most difii-
eult places in the city.

Hon. 4. DUFFELL: XNo doubt the pro-
posul would materially affect the issue of
wotor licenses. It is not altogether a mat-
ter of the traffic, but also ome of danger
involved to people crossing the bridge,
as frequently they Lkave +to do, at
an angle, Some people will carelessly
run inte danger—de what ome will to pre-
vent them—if danger exists. It has been
admitted by all authorities that the traffic
of the city is a grave problem, ane which
will have to receive the tuliest consideration
not only of the Perth City Council hut alo
of the legislature. If the proposed tramwoy
constraction is carried out it will reflect very
seriously indeed, and in the very near future,
upon those who are in power to-day. They
will he subjecting the prople to grave risks
if ther mse their powers to carry out the
work now starting. The power is un-
doubted, because the schedule tu the Act of
1905 vests in the Commissioner of Railways
the right to maintain the bridge and to pre-
vent the erection of any building upon it,
thus authorising him to do as he jpleases
with the structure so long as the people
have the use of the road and the footpaths
across it. This Chamber, T consider, will be
deing itz duty if it voices a most em-
phatie protest againat the artion of the
Governmeni. Mr. Nicholson referved to
other parts of the ecitv of which the
Government eould avail themselves for
the purpose thev  have in view,
Mr. Nichoison added that certain land
resumptions would be involved in these
alternative proposals, and T am mindfnl
of the faet that the Government of the
day are not finpaneially flugsh and therefore
cannot lay their hands wupon the funds
which would enable them to do what
probably they know to be best in the cir-
cumstanees. Therefore I suggest that
since we have sueceeded so far in handling
the traffic without inenrring the expendi-
ture in question, it might be possihle to
continue the present system wuntil the
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trafiic rogulations have been s¢ amended
as to prevent the runming of trams in
certain of our crowded thoroughfares, Thy
time has anived when the trams suould
not be permitted to run, as they do to-
day, in the centre of the city, [n other
parts of the world, one is struck by the
fact that irams are excluded from the
centre of the cities. It has been stated
that o trams run in Loundon ecity proper,
but that is not strictly aecurate, There
is onc line, and one line only, along the
Thames Embankment, which, however, is
a8 very wida thoroughfnre. The running
of trams along tbe Embankment does not
affect tbe thickly congested traffic in the
Strand and up Ludgate Hill. The time
has arrived to consider the advisableness
of following in Perth the example of other
cities, Meantime the Government would
be well advised to stay their kands in
regard to the danger spot at the Horse-
ghoc Bridge. Let them continue to run
the trams over the Beaufort-street bridge
until other arrangements are made. Some
little time ago the Minisier for Railways
stated that if the Government did not use
the Horseshoe Bridge for the trams people
from the northern suburbs would have to
make use of the Melbourne-road and the
Picr-street crossings. To our sorrow we
koow that those are indeed dangerous
crossings, especially the ome at Pler-street.
Many lives have been lost at that cross-
ing and it would be very unwisc to force
the people travelling in motor buses to
cross at Pier-street or at Melbonrne-road,
as those crossings exist to-day. I believe
it g poscible, in fact T am sure it is, to
construct a bridge over the Melbourne.
road crossing. This would relieve to a
considerable extent the present congestion,
But as T pointed out just mow we could
do a lot if we had the money, and T
realise that the Government have nat any
funds at their disposal. Therefore the
constraetion of a bridge at that point i
out of the gquestion for the time being.
The Government have our sympathy in
this connection, tut if the Minister for
Railways pergists in his attitude in con-
structing the trams over the Horseshoe
Bridge, instead of eontinuing te receive
our sympathy, he will get our curses. Any
Minister in authority is eatitled to all
the assistance he can get from the repre-
sentatives of the people in Parliament
and when he Knows that he can ¢command
that assistance, and in defiance of the
voices raised againat such a proposal he
carries out a work that is considered to
be not in the bhest intereats of the com-
munity, then he iz acting in 2 mannor
that cannot poseibly redound to his eredit.
T hope that every member will vote for
the motion and show that he is opposed to
the action it is contemplated taking,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropnlitan)
[5.4]: T have mueh pleasure ir supporting
the motion because the matter 18 of eon-
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siderable importance to my constituents.
The frey thing that struck me iu the con-
troversy that bas been going on in the
Press ie that the Minister for Railways
seems to bave consulted only vne aythority
and to have been guided entirely in his
action by that authority. I am referring
of course to the tramway authority. I do
not think that is right. The Horseshae
Bridge is ueed by all kinds of traffie,
motor cars and borse-drawn vehicles, and
also largely by pedestrians. JPossibly a
tramway ecan be run aeress the bridge,
and I have no doubt that at the present
juncture that would be of a certain ag-
vantage to the tramway system, but I
doubt very much whether, even mow, the
framways can Dbe run aeross the bhridge
with absolute safety., I am perfectly
satisfied trams cannot be run over that
bridge without impeding and delaying the
trafic that ordinarily passes over the
bridge. Conseguently I think that other
sections of the commupity besides the
tramway people ahonld be consulted, and
T have no hesitation in saying that every
other class of vehicular trafhe, whether
motor or lorse-driven, is opposed to the
trams being taken across the bridge.
During the conmrse of many years I have
frequently crossed that bridge, and 1
sgree with those speakers who have de-
clared that it is a very difficult bridge to
negotiate, I can claim to be somewhat of
an authority on that subject because I
have driven a motor ear sinee 1903, not
only here but in many cities of the world,
and T do not hesitate to declare that even
now, without trem cars on that bridge, the
passage over it involves a certain
amount of anxiety to the man driving a
car, There are two dangerous places, the
first at the crest and the second at the
bottom of the bridge when you approach
the corner of Roe and William-streets,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Suicide corper.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: They are two nasty
places and there is always the additional
danger by reason of the mauner in which
pedestrinns wander about the roadway in
any direction they like. That is not peeuliar
to the Horseshoe Bridge. Unfortunately, it
is a feature of the traffic all over the eity,
but it is more difficult even there because
you see them meandering in all directions,

Hon. J. J, Holmes: The pedestrian has
to meander about to dodge the traffic.

Hon. A. J, H. 8BAW: Not at all. He can
go straight aeross the road if he lkes, but
he prefers ta cross dliagonally, beeause by
doing that he covers a sherter distance.
Avart from the question of danger, trams
muning over that bridge will undoubtedly
impede the traffie, and fram that paint of
view alone it is not wise for the Govern-
ment to carry out their intentions. Tf they
do they will surely have to make other pro-
vision for the teaffic ta the north side of
the city. Perth iz badly provided indeed
with means of communication to the sub-
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wrbs on the northern side of the line. There
i3 .not a single communication -that is mnot
open to objection. Beaufort-street itself is
not a particolarly good erossing and the
others are just as bad, if not worse. If the
Government persist in running trams across
the bridge, the time will snrely arrive when
they must provide another bridge from thz
north to the south, probably af Melbourne-
road. That erossing has been a disgrace
ever since I have been here. The road is in
a shocking state of disrepair and it is com-
mon to find the traffic held up there for 10
minates or a quarter of an hour at a time,
I noticed some time ago that the Minister
suggested that motor traffic should go via
the subway at West Perth. That is a verit-
able death trap; it is the warat crossing that
could have heen devised by anybody. Even
walking through it involves & certain
amount of danger for pedestrians and that
danger is inereased where motor cars are con-
cerned. It is even worse than the subway
in the \'ieinitg of the show ground bzeause,
owing to the bend and the very narrow road,
it is impossible to see the traffic that is ap-
proaching until yon are right on it. 1
Enow the Government are faced with finan-
cial diffievlties, but T am certain that they
must shortly provide a considerable sum of
meney for the purpose of constructing a
bridge over the railway line at some ather
locality, if they persist with their present
proposal of carrving trams over the Horse-
shoe Bridge. I have no doubt that the tram.
way authorities will declare that the trams
when going over the bridge, will give suffi-
eient clearance. But that is not the point.
With the congestion of traffic there will al.
wayg be danger.
lieve that there is another city in Australia
where the pedestrian traffic is so badly re-
gulated as is the case in Perth. The traffic
authorities should have their expenses paid
to other parts of the world in corder to
learn how traffie is regulated. [ am glad to
know that Inspeetor Smith has taken a trip
to the Old Country with a view to geiting
gome lessons in the regulation of traffie. 1
did not rise with any idea of embarrassing
the Government, but becanse I felt cer-
tain, in the long rum, that it would be
more economical to stay the hand of the
Governinent at the present time, so far as
the construction of a tramway line across
the bridge is concerned. T support the
motfion,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [5.10]: It
is now some congiderable time since I took
up this matter, but, unfortunately, at the
heginning it was not taken sericusly. Since
my first reference to it, we have had state-
ment upon statement from the Minister, but
notwithstandinz the very strong objections
that now exist to the carrving ont of this
work, we find that the Minister has gone
right ahead with it and that Festerday
morning a commencement was actually made
with the work. Mr. Nicholson is to be com-

In addition, I do not be-
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mended for bringing forward the motion,
which I hope, will do some good in the way
of compelling- the Government to held up
the work until a thorough inquiry iz made.
At is not enmough for the Minister to say
that the matter has been considered by the
departmental officers. The departmental
officers look at a matter of this kind through
their own apeetacles only, aml 1 am sur-
prised that a Minister of the Crown should
allow himself to be governail by officialdom
in this way. [u the statements ho has made
the respousible iliniaster said this—

If responsible engineers can disprove
the statements of the departmental offi-
cers that there is not au ample margin of
safety in all erdinary circumstances, then
of vourse, reconsideration will have to be
given to the matter.

L want to know what enginecrs are going to
be conterned about making that investiga-
tion. One question I put to the Leader of
the House is whether the Commissioner ot
Polica—the man who is responsibie for the
traflic control of the city—has been called
upon to express gn opinion on this matter.
If go, will the Leader tell membera what
stand that officer takes. So far as my know-
ledge goes, the Commissioner of Police has
not been approached at all. [t is interest-
ing to know exactly what has transpired.
One of the departments under the Minister’s
controt is that of the railways, and by this
time the Minister must know that the cost of
running the railways is greatly increased
by reason of the existence of the bottle-neck
through which all the lines have to pass
in Perth, If the tramlires are built across
the Horseshoe Bridge we shall have a simi-
lar state of chaoa with the tramway system.
Why it should be desired to guide the traffic
through the two channcls—the Beaufort-
street and the William-street bridges,
is beyond my comprehension. The natural

outlet for the traffic is in a westerly
direction. Yet it is  proposed to
take it along thoroughtares  which,

ag it is, arc carrying nearly the whole of
the traflic, The Minister deelared that
there is ample room on the bridge., But
look at the space that will be taken up by
bogey ears when they swing, A hogey, on
taking a curve, will awing over some five
or six feet. Then again the fact must he
remembered that the traffic of to-day is not
poing to he the traffic of Perth eight or ten
years heuce. Surely it will be regarded as
wise not to proceed with the construetion of
this tramline when we realise that trams on
the bridge will make the position impossible
within the next six or seven years. The ex-
penditure of £3,000, to which reference has
heen made hy the Miniater, is a small matter
indeed compared to the cost that will be
involved in many ways if the intention of
the Government is ecarried ont. The Gov.
ernment would he well advised to stay their
hand, and not turn a useful thoroughfare
into a usvless ome. I doubt the Minister's
exfimate that a saving of five minutes will
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be effected. Lt does not take more than six
minutes to go te Newcastle-street from
Williami-street along Wellington-street and
- up Beaufort-atreet: Even it that saving counld

be ¢ffeeted, the Government are not justified ©

in establishing this menace t¢ the people.
Dr. Saw has referred to pedestrians. Pedes-
trian traffic’is not econtrolled in the eity.
1t a double set of tramlines ig laid orer the
- Horseshoe Bridge, the Commissioner of
Police wonld be justified in prohibiting
pedestriany from - risking their lives in the
< attempt 1o cross that bridge. The Minister
- went on to say-— .

Apparently there is u desire by motor-
ists to banish frams from the ecntral city
streets, and it is suggested that trum pas-
senpers, who consiat of a maujority of the

people, should be obliged to alight at the -

foot of William-street or Beaufort-street
on the north sidv, and then walk to Hay
and Murray-streets.

I bhave never seen any sugweestion of the
gort. All that has heen referred to is the
danger of running the double line over the
bridge. I ecanmot see why the Minister
should take up that attitude. He goes on
to say— : :

They unhesitatingly state that there is
n6 necessity for alarm in the working of
trams over the bridge. Extravagant
statements about **‘ruthless juggernauts'’
and “‘death-traps’’ are pot only unjustifi-
able, but disclose a_prejudice which is
entirely at varianec with the facts as they
are at the moment.

Whoever made that statement jis not very
wide of the mark. It is no uncommon thing
tor bogey trams to leave the rails, Oue
recently erashed into a footpath, and, had it
not beer a raised footpath, the tram would
have ron into an adjoining house, as the
Sydoey tram did. If a bogey car took
charge on the Horgeshoe Bridge, what would
happen to the passengers?

Hon. T. Moore: What would happen in
such a case on the Beaufort-street bridge?

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: That is quite
different. It does not matter how much
money is spent on the Horseshoe Bridge, it
cannot be made as safe as the Beaufori-
street bridge, Even if the Governor Broome
Hotel were removed it would not guard
against the possibility of a bogey running
into the railway yards. There has been a
cheap sneer at the expense of moterists
They are ever caring for the safety of the
publie, apd it is urbecoming in the Minister
to make that remark concerning them. 1
am not a motor car owner, but am thinking
of the convenience of the people, and the
danger that exists through the present pro-
posals of the Government. It would be
interesting to koow what reason beyond the
suggested saving has induced the Govern-
ment to go on with this project. Why con-
gest the traffic in the centre of the city?

" the traflic in ove part of the city.
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Hon H. A, Stephenson: Vo you not know
the reason?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER; The Minister
should give it.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: The buges cume
down that way,

Hon. C. . BAXTER: lp 4ll progressive
countries the motor bus and the truckless
eleetric bus are displacing the old and cum-
bersome system of rails. We shall be wast-
ing money if we lay down new lines, for in
eight or teu years they will be ohsolete.
The Government have done wrong in light-
ing this through, It is a departmental mat-
ter, and the other departments should be
consulted. Let the hest brains possilile be
Lrought to bear on the sulijeet. Belore the
Government coustimet this line against pub-
lic opiudon, let ap inquiry first be held into
the wisdom ot the action, | bope the resalt
of sueh inguiry will be a determination to
rrn o line along Murray-street, und across the
Melhourne-road crossing, or some other con-
venient place, su as to avoid a congestion of
1 trust
the motion will be agreed to, and that the
Governmeat will stay their hands peading
an ingquiry into the whole question. "I have
no doubt the result of such an inquiry would
be to stop the work.

Hon, B. A. STEPHENSOXN (Metropoli-
tan-Buburban) [5.25] : I have much
pleasore in supporting the metion. As one
whose business i on the north side of the

~railway, T ean speak with some feeling on

this matter. DBetween seven in the morning
anid five in the evening the Melbourne-rua:l
crossing is elosud on an average for two
hours a day. Very often it is c¢losed from
15 to 20 minutes at a time. Waggons, lor-
ries, and other vvhieles canunot be kept wait-
ing all that time, and are taken to the
neatest other crosging, that is the Horseshoe

Bridge. I use the Horseshoe Bridge
on an average three times a day.
It i3 po uncommon thing to he held

up for two minutes, either going along
Roe-street from the west towards the
bridge, or coming from the east, hefore the
trafie going either way can ecut in towards
William-street or Roe-street. If that is the
case to-day, what is going to happen in the
future? It is the most dangerous place in
the Commonweaith to choose for a double
line of trams. The Minister himself could
not anggest any more dangerous place than
the Horgeshoe Bridge for such a purpoese.
TWhen one is driviog round the curve on the
north side of the line one cannot see any-
thing that is coming along Roe-street from
the west, The vosition is nearly as bad on
the east side. There is a large volume of
pedestrian traffic.  The Minister forgets
there iz a railway ticket office on the top of
the bridge where people huy their tickets.
Trains are emptving passengers at all hours
of the day, and hundreds of men, women
and children come out at that ticket office
and rush on to the William-street bridee.
There is also a gateway throungh which



L]

pedestrians ascend to Wellington-street,
and another gateway for people to reach
Roc-street, where the goods office is.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the James-street
school.

Hon. H, A, STEPHENSOX: Yes. 1t
is the most dangerous place I know of. It
is suggested there will be a gain in time.
I say without fear of contradiction, that im
most cases it will take ten minutes longer
for a tram to reach Newcastle-street by this
route than if it went along the present
route. I cannot understand the officials re-
commending the proposal. I am sure if de-
partmental engineers other than those con-
neeted with the railways were asked for a
report it would be an unfavourable one. I
hope the Government will stay their hands,
and cause further inquiry to he made. This
is a death-trap, especially on the Roe-street
side. A1) manner of trafflc is foreced away
from the Melbourne-road crossing because
of the dclays that occur there. Goods traffie
cannot be held up indefinitely at Melbourne-
road, for the owners of the vehicles cammot
afford to allow it. The traffic, therefore,
has to go round via the Horseshoe Bridge.
Unless the people can be given something
in place of the present method, the same
tronble will alwaya exirt. What is required
is a bridge over the Melbourne-road cross-
ing. Perth iz spreading to the north and
the west, and the traffic is inereasing im-
mensely every month.

Hon, E. H. Gray:
traffic.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: TFar from
it. It will eause greater delays than exist
to-day. I will back my opinion in any rea-
sonable manner, T hopc the Government
will postpone the work until they have ob-
tained further opinions upen it.

Thig will relieve the

Hon. E. H, GRAY (West) [5.253]: It
is time a representative of the pedestrians
had something to say. I oppose the motion.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Tt i3 not a party
question.

Hon. E. H. GRAY:

Hon. J. Cornel):
it one,

Hon. E. B. GRAY: Xo. The motor bus
controversy, and this Horseshoe Bridge ques-
tion are a pre-arranged plan for a eontinued
attack upon the Goveroment.

Hon. J. Nicholson: T take exception to
the hon. member’s remark.

Hon, C. . Baxter: I should thkink so.

Hon, JJ. Nicholson: T made no sugges.
tion of that sort, and muat ask for a with-
drawal of the statement. There is nothing
in anything T said to imlicate such a thing,

The PRESIDENT: T suggest to the hon.
member that he should say things as little
offensively as he can,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am pot saggesting
angthing against any hen. member, but as a
representative of the public T think it is my
dufy to express mv epimion. Publie meet-
ings have heen held upon the matter and
the Press have taken it ap. T am not ex-

It geems like it.
You are going to make
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ceeding my daty in stating my opinion re-
garding the source of the trouble. I agree
with Dr. Saw when he says that this is the
worst-conducted city in the world with re-
spect to the control of traffic.

Ilon. J. Corpell: XNext to Fremantle.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: 1 approach this mat-
ter from a diflicult angle. There is no guar-
antec of safety for the people in the eity,
for too much attention ig given to motor
and other traffiec. The reason why people
have to walk in the streets is because in
most of the suburbs there are no footpaths.
As one who does not own a motor car I
have every reason to complain of the present
position, and of the treatment meted out to
pedestrians by a large majority of motor-
ite.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
driving a metor,

Hon. E. H, GRAY: We have often to
jump for our lives to get out of their way,
especinlly after sundown.

Hon, J. J. Heolmes: If that happens in
the suburbs, what will happen on the bridge
where there is no room?

Hon. E. JI. GRAY: Dr. Saw and Mr.
Nicholson complain that people walk all
over the street.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Very true.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If the traffic is so
dense on the Horseshoe Bridge people will
stick to the footpath. I have every confi-
dence in the Minister, as a practical man,
I would rather take his opinion than that
of any member,

Hon. (. F. Baxter: He bas not shown any
signs of heing practieal.

Hon. J. Cornell: We question his judg-
ment, not his practicability.

Mon, E. H. GRAY: We all admit that
many reforms are required in the city in
the matter of traffic conveniences. If there
were any amount of eash available, a bridge
wonld be built at East Perth and another at
Melbourne-rond for the relief of the traffie,
and this would do away with the economic
waste that takes place every day in the
eity. Tt iz a question of finance. As a
snpporter of the Government, T am pre-
pared to gbide by the judgment of the
Minister, knowinp that he will do the hest
possible in the interests of the publie. He
is no pnew chum at the game. One phase
of 1he question has not been put forward,
and that is that ordinary people who have
to walk along the strcets should rise up in
protest against the organisations that have
been brought into existence and other move-
menta whi¢h, in my opinion, have been fos-
tered in order to take comcerted action teo
embarrass the Government.

Wait until you are

Hon. F. E. §. WILLMOTT (South-West)
(5.31]: T was brought tn my feet by the
remarks of Mr, Gray. He seemed to con-
tend—TI Ao net think any hon. member lis-
tening to his speech could arrive at any
other conclusion—that any hor. member
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supporting the motion was supporting the
owners ot the private huses. That is what
I gathered from his remarks.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I gathered that he
migsed the bus.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: He also
seemed to be contending that those support-
ing the motion desired to attack the Gov-
ernment and the tramway system. I do not
eare a sunap of the fingers for the owners of
private buses on a question such as that
under iiscussion. I care, however, for the
people’s money that is being expended. It
iz absolutely wrong to spend money laying
tramlines down acress the Horseshee Bridpe.
Members who have spoken have said that it
will mean a saving of five minutes. 1 agree
with My, Stephenson that there will be no
such saving in time. Are people who will
uge the trams likely to agree to those con-
veyanves astopping at either side of the
bridge and not opposite the booking office?
Not they! They will have every right to
demand that the frams shall stop just where
they degire to alight.

Hon. J. Cornell: That will be the only
place that will be safe.

Hen. P. E. B. WILLMOTT: They will
also desire to board the trams there when
they come out of the station.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Provided they are not
killed in the meantime.

Hon, F. F, 8, WILLMOTT: When speak-
ing recently I pointed out how the traffic
had been lield up in Hay-street, where one
line only has been laid down. How much
more will the traffic be held up on the
Horseshoe Bridge, where it is proposed that
two sets of tramlines shall be put dewn?
What will be the position if we have one
tramear at one spot from which people
are alighting to cateh trains, and an-
other quene of passengers waiting to board
another car going in an opposite direc-
tion? Just imagine the passenger traffic
there will be on that bridge, not on the
level but on a grade. Irrespective of
whether the traffic is going north or proceed-
ing from the north to the city, vehicles will
be held up on the grades on either side of
the bridge, I can just shut my eyes and
picture the position that will arise. I can
hear the screams of blasphemy from the
drivers of vehieles when the one ahead of
another slips back and ecauses trouble,
Whether a driver af a lorry with a pair of
horses, or of o 1,000 guinea ear, those using
the bridge will he confronted with perpetuat
tronble on such grades as are there now.
Those who are driving cars at the present
time cannot all be classed as the best drivers
in the world, and it is inevitable that in
such cirenmstances cars wiil slip back, par-
tirnlarly when a start ig being made. Half
the people driving ecars at the present time
do not know enough to avoid erushing one
on level ground. What will he the position
on the Herseshoe Bridge? Then let us econ-
sider the position of pedestrians. It has
always been my aim to do unto others as I
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would they slould do unte me. If 1 am
walking 1 expect the motor driver to give
me a reasonable chance to reach the other
gide of the road in safety, if I cross it at
the proper place, PYeople who walk aecross
the Horscshoe Bridge to get to the other
side do exactly the opposite of that. They
proceed to the peint nearest to their destina-
tion. Ay they say in Adelaide, they jazaz
across the bLridge. At the present time ped-
estriany wander across the bridge and have
no cave. It motor drivers were not a par-
ticularly careful set of people, there would
be 1ar more aceidents than are reported to-
day. Then there is the greatest danger of
all, the push bike. The youth on the bike
comes geooting along and if be sees any of
his acquaintances walking by, he lets go the
handle bar and erosses the bridge in that
fashion in order to show what a swanky
chap he is, and how he is able to ride across
the bridge without {ouching the hanidle bar.

Ilon. T. Moore: And yet Mr. Stephenson
iold us be could not get over the bridge for
minutes, The boy could de so, according to
vou.

Hou. F .E. 8. WILLMOTT: Mr. Stephen-
son said that when coming from Roe-street
he was held up for some minutes before he
could turn on to the bridge. Then we have
the motor cyelist. He whizzes round the
bridge, often with a little friend sitting be-
hind him, at a far greater pace than he
should. If we had trams crossing the bridge
as well, hung up on the top as they will
be——

Hon. T. Moore: Why?

Hou. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: They will
have to be hung up there. The people using
the trams will not allow the Government
to force them to alight at the Governor
Broome Hotel, or on the other side of the
bridge.

Hon. T. Moore: The Government will stop
the trams where they like.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Will they?

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: They are autocratic,

Hon. T. Moore: All tramway boards do
the same.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Is it to be
thought for one moment that the Minister
controlling the tramways will not allow the
trams to be stopped if the passengers desire
ta alight?

Hon, T. Nicholson: The Government do
not want passengers,

Hon, F. E. 8. WILMOTT: The trams al-
ways stop in Beaufort-street opposité the
booking office.

Hon, T. Moore: But not on the other side
of the bridge there.

Bon. F. E. & WILLMOTT: And for a
very good reason. If the hon. member asks
any tramway man why, he will tell that hon.
memher that they stoap on top of the bridae,
where it is safer. ATr. Grav supgested that
we were against motor buses. Here is a
suggestion. We hear it said that the motor
huses have handled the traffic alona William-
strect. Tf that is the pngition, whv shonid
not the tramways rua motor buses to act as
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feeders to the cars? There ¢ould be no ob-
Jection to that.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: The Government
should hand over the trams to the local au-
thoritiey,

Hon. F. E. B, WILLMOTT; Let them do
‘80, but if the trams are losing traflic, let
the Government put on motor buses to act
as feeders for the cars. This brings me to a
point I have urged for years past. There
3 an ever-increasing mccessity for one-way
trathe streets being declared. If tramlines
are to be put across the Horseshoe Bridge,
most certainly Roe-street should be deelared
o one-way traffic street. Let us imagine
what condilion the traffic will develop into
at that point.  That provision shounid be
agreed to without any argument. In my
opinion the matter should be dealt with pro-
perly snd a decision arrived at once and for
all to define which streets shall be confined
to one-way traffic only. Icople in Willinm-
street are probably wondering whether the
trams will affect their businesses for well
or ill. This takes my mind back to the
time wheu it was proposed to run trams
down Hay-street. Pusiness people waited a=
a deputation on the Government and urged
that the trams ghould not be run down that
thoroughfare, as they considered their bus-
inesses would he adversely affected. They
claimed that it would be far better if the
trams did not go along Hay-street. They
urged tbat people,inatead of walking down
the street, would use the cars and thus the
shops would be deprived of so much bus-
iness. The years went by and it was then
deemed mecessary to lift one of the tram
tracks in Hay-street. Hon. members will
remember what happened. A deputation of
business people waited on the Minister to
protest against the lifting of the tramline
on the ground that injury would be wrought
to their businesses. I have arrived at the
eonclusion ihat the presenee of tramlines
does not affect the businesses under cir-
cumstances snch as T have mentioned. That
iz the omly logical ecomelusion to arrive at.
This morning, when coming across the Horze-
shoe Bridge, T noticed one thing that I
think it well to mention, It will be handy
to know, if the trams are run across the
Horseshoe Bridge. On the left hand aide
of the road, poing north, just near the
bridge i3 an undertaker’s shop with wreaths
and so on displayed. Anyone requiring
such services can be attended to at the
shortest possible motice. T am sure a husy
trade will he done if the trams go aeross
the bridge.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [3.45]:
When, this afternoon you, Sir. enlled for
four members to rise in their places and so
permit Mr. Nicholson to move his motion,
T was impreszed bv the faet that two-thirds
of the Honse stood up, thns affording clear
evidener of the feeling of the House in re-
snect of this question. There is no sugges-
tion of party in the motion. The hon.
memher has merely done his duty to his
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provinee in moving it. I only regret that
he did not move it 14 days ago. Mr. Bax-
ter, on the Address-in-reply, drew attention
to this matter. But little notice was taken
of his words at the time; for my part I
did not then thoroughly understand the posi-
tion. Subsequently, in another debate, Mr.
Baxter emphasised the peint, and on that
oceasion I also endeavoured to emphasise
it. I am glad that practically all the metro-
politan and metropolitan-suburban members
have apoken to this question. I am sure
no member of the House would be asso-
ciated with the motion if he thought it was
going to embarrasy the Leader of the House,
or if it appeared to be at all tinged with
party. The usual practice in this 1louse is
that after the Minister has addressed him-
self to the motion, it is withdrawn. None
of us want to embarrnss the Leader of the
House or the Government in any way, and
8o [ hope our usual practice will be fol-
lowed. Of course if such a motion were
moved in another place it wounld be a totally
different thing, but here, 2o long as mem-
bers express their views on the motion, it
ig all that is required. The Minister for
Railways finds himself in an awkward posi-
tion, Of course Le is merely endeavouring
to do what he conceives to be his duty and
carry the Leedervill: trafic more directly
inte Perth, His officers, it seems, have told
him that it can best be done by bringing
the trams over the Horseshoe Bridge. That
may be so, but I have examined that bridge,
have syent an hour on it watching the
traffic, and I am appalled at the risk we are
ahout to take. Crossing the bridge from the
Wellington-street end, one can see nothing
of the traffic at the other end of the bridge
until he reaches the crest. It will be the
most dangerous spot in Perth if the Gov-
crhment persiat in running trams over it.
I want the Minister for Railways to con-
gider this as a practical man theroughly in
earncst ahout his work. 1 am sure he can-
not be looking at it in the right light. No
sane person having stood upon that bridge
and watched the traffie, could with equan-
imity vate in favour of adding trams to the
existing congestion of the bridge. The
only satisfactory way of overecoming the
traffe difficulty is to provide a railway
crogsing at Mclbourne-read, There, too, the
Government are awkwardly situated, for it
lkas been s=aid that such a erpssing would
cost €50,000, and in all probability the Gov-
ernment eannot see their way to the spend-
ing of so mueh upon that work. Because
of that the Minister, feeling that he nmat
do something to relieve the traffic and bring
the people into the city by the more direct
route, has allowed himself fo be guided by
his technical officers, who appear to see no
danger in° running trams over the Horae-
shoe Rridge. Ofcers who could thus ad-
vise the Minister without having considered
the subject should be censured. The Minis-
ter has already started the work, but I am
sure the Government will listen to an ex-
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pression of opinion from this House, al-
though no vote he actnally taken; and sgince
the opinien here is practieally unanimous,
T am sure the Leader of the House will
convey it to bis colleagues, There is no
immediate hurry. The work could be
stopped and a full investigation made with
a view to discovering some satisfactory
alternative. I agree with Mr., Stephenson
that when the trams are running over the
bridge, the place will be a veritable death
trap. [ hope the debate will bear good
fruit, and that the Government wili re-
consider the )ositiom and will decide to do
nothing to endanger human life.

Hon, .J. CORNELL (Sownth) [5.52]: Let
me say at the outset that I.do not own a
motor ¢ar; that T egnunot drive one, and
that about the only time Y ever ride in one
is when pome friend cxtends to me the
hospitality of his car. Therefore I cannot
be aceused of holdinye o brief for the motor-
ist; in faet he is my pet aversion, Were it
not that the State owns the tramways, and
that this work involves an expenditure by
the State I, being a country member and
familiar with the most up-to-date tramways
in the State, namely, those of Kalgoorlie
aud Boulder, should be inclined to say no-
thing on this question.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do the trams up there
pay well?

Hon, J. CORXELL: They are owned by
‘a private company that, so far as I know,
has never paid a dividend; but bad and all
as those trams may be, they are a distinet
improvement on what we have in Perth. As
I say, this Horseshoe Bridge proposal in-
volves the expenditure of a pood deal of
money. Personally, T con sce no use, other
than as a means of connection with the ex-
isting car barn, for running the trams down
Barrack-street from the Beaufort-street
Bridge, nor for running them down William-
street.  When we consider the nnmber of
peobls who come in to the eity by train, as
agninst those who come in by tram, it is
seen that the preat bulk of them eome by
frain, and that the extra distance that
would be involved in walking along either
Barrack-street or William-street is abont
76 yards. Therefore I see no mnecessity
for having the trams in those two
streets. But if the trams from the north
must be continuned through Perth, then as
ome who has observed the working of
the mnst sucerssful tramways in Australia,
namely, those of Adelaide, T should say the
trams ought to come into the eity via Trwin-
s.reet. run along the Terrace and out again
at Melhourne-road; while the Subiaec trams
coula Tin along the Terrace and out at
Georcoe ~freet.  Of conrse we have heard
argumem:  ahout the desecration of the
Terrace b, trams, hat the same argu-
ment was sed abont  the desecration
of Victoria * uare, Adelaide. Since the
taking over of 1. tramwayxr system hy the
Governmment we .ave had but fthe one
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attempt at engineering. That was when
Mr, Willmett’s Government, taking the
trams out of Hay-street into Murray-
street, ran the lines up round that im-
possible corner of Havelock-street. Very
soon afterwards the line had to be taken
up and ran round the Melbourne-road
corner. I venture to predict that within
six months of the trams being taken over
the Horseshoe Bridge they will be re.
moved from that structure. The Minister
for Railways is coming in for g good deal
of eriticism. Nobody would think of im-
peacbing his integrity and honesty. No
doubt he has heen advrised by his technieal
officers that the trams can be operated
sureessfully over the Horseshoe Bridge.
If there is one everlasting curse over-
shadowing Australians, it is their lack of
desire to have a job done well on the
rapital expenditure. In consequence we
are always in a state of pin-prick and
irritation, and rarely have a job done
properly. T know that the exchequer is
short nf funds, but if it be not too late I
strongly advise the Minister to take a
broad view and look at Perth, not as it is
to-day, but as it will he in 10 or 13 vears’
time. If he does that he will surely find
the ingepnuity necessary to the raising of
the money regnired. At West Subince
within a mile and a half we have two
subways under the railway, It should not
be altogether the function of the Govern-
ment to construet bridges under or over
eity railways, It is partly the funection
of the mupieipaiity, aad if anyone has
been lacking in acumen, foresight and
initiative in respeet of this work, it is the
municipal council which has not grasped
the wiruation as it should have dnne,
Otherwise it would not have beer neces-
sary to make this appeal to-day.

Ton. J. J. HOLMES (North) [6.0]: I
should uot have risen to speak except for
cnnscientious reasons and the remarks of
Mr. Gray and Mr. Moore. 1 view this
proposal very seriously, becanse if the
praject be carried out, I am confident that
lives will be endangered. I have no desire
to harass the Minister; rather do I desire
to help him. I honestly believe members
are viewing this proposal from a sober
and sensible atandpoint, and recognise
the difficulty that must inevitably arise
if this work be carried out. Mr. Gray Las
insinvated—and he did not withdraw the
fnsinuation—that the motion has been
prompted by the bus proprietors. I am
satisfied that the bus proprietors do not
require any push in this House, because
they have sufficient influence to carry on
almost in defianee of the DMinister.
Yesterday 1 bad oceaston to ride from
Fremantle in a motor, and between Fre-
mantle and Claremont T passed four big
motor buses filled with passengers from
Perth to Fremantle, and only one train
with a few people in it. When the motor
huses are receiving such support. thev do
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not want any sapport in this House. I
make that ohservation in order that the
Minister for Railways may not find him-
self at a dead-end in connectlon with
motor traffic as he is being led into a
dead-end by following the advice of the
Railway Department officers. Surely the
Works Department, swho have a good deal
te 1le with trafie, should have been con-
sutted in this matter. I do not think they
have heen. T do not know whether the
City Council have been consulted, but if
they were, it would not matter muech, be-
canse ther seem to be divided on all sub-
jeets. The Traffic Department controlled
by the police should have been asked' te
express an opinion as to whether this pro-
ject was dangerous. Tf ome wants & motor

license from the Traffic Department he has’

te drive over the Horseshoe Bridge, and
if he can satisfactorily hamndle his ecar
amongst the existing traffie; the depart-
ment are quite satisfied to grant a license.
Given wisec administration, thiz ecountry
will progress, and its progress will be re-
flected in the city. The city is so situated
that growth must extend north and west.
Yt cannot extend either south or east be-
cause of the river. Sooner or later we
must bave a proper outlet for the northern
traffic,. To suggest that we can force two
lines of tramway over the Hursebridge and
also eater for other traffic is simply leading
ourselves into trouble,and the public into
danger. My, Moore, while belonging to a
democratic parts, seems to have become an
autocrat. He says trams will stop just where
the department like to stop them. Assume
the department adopt that attitade and that
the trams with their loads of passengers
sto]r at the foat of the Horseslioe Bridge in
Roe-strect: When people have to cateh a
train, they are intent upon eatching it, and
upen nothing else. They do not bother about
the traffic in the streets. The frams would
unload their traffie not opposite the statiou
entvanee on the hridge, but at the foot of
the bridge in Wellington-street or TRoe-
street.  Just imagine women folk with per-
ambulators and children rushing from Wel-
lington-strecet or Roe-street to catch a train
with trams ruening in either direction across
the bridge and cther traffic also huddled in
that section! The officer responsible for
that will sonner or later pet what he justly
drserves.  We have heard references to a
menwr being opposed to the action of the
Minister for parfy purposes. Surely we have
got past that stape. T onc wanted to direct
attention to things that have been done for
pnlitieal purpases. one might refer to the
late Government and point out how the
tramway was extended to Claremont to run
in competition with trains and at a time
when the road traffic was being handled by
brues. 8o to-dny we have th railway trving
to eater for the traffic, the Tramway Depart-
ment trying to rob the Railway Department,
and the bus proprietors getting the patron-
age. These are mistakes of the past, and

surely the country should not bp asked to
perpetuate similar mistakes,
of the tramway to Claremont was a politieal
or departmental blunder, and I am satisfied
the present projeet is 2 departmental blun-
der. ‘The Minister, vnfortunately, is back-
ing his department instead of taking the
advice of the people by whom he should be
advised. If the Minister will listen to rea-
son, call in expert advice as to the dangers

likely to arise and give this wnatter the con- .

sideration it deserves, I am satisfied he will
suspend the work and take steps to prevent
those dangers. If the Minister does this, he
will gain the respect, esteem and admiration
of the whole vommunity.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central} [69]: Thave
heen drawn to my feet in consequence of
my name having heen mentioned, I have
taken the trouble to look at the IMorseshoe
Bridge and see the traflic passing over it at
different periods of the dav. Therefore, 1
speak with first-hand knowledge. T have
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come to the conclusion there will be no more

danger in having a set of tramlines on that
bridge than there is in permitting big cum-
berseme buses swaying in all direetions to
uge the hridge.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
Imses and trams.

Hon, T, MOORE: Have members con-
sidered the space required by one of these
buses to negotiate the curves of the bridge?
Have they thought of the danger at the pre-
aent time? T do not think the danger will
be increased in the slightest by the addition
of trams to the trafic vow being earried, 1
have scen frams working in many difficult

But you will have

Maces in the ald world where traffie is more -

congestod, and no fault is found there. Much

more difficult angles are negotiated in the .

city of Glasgow,
Hon, J. Nicholson: Where are the more
difficult angles in Glasgow?

Hon, T. MOORE: Tt has been claimed
that (ilasgow has the best system of tram-
ways in the world.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I was born there,
and T do not know of one angle that is had
or dangerous,

Hon, T. MOORE: 1In Glasgow one can
enter a tram at almost any part and by a
circuitons route work right through the
citv. I do mot know what is in the minds
of our officers as tn stopping the trams en
topr of the bridge, but T interjected that it
might not be necessary to do so. What is
the difference between a person alighting
at the foot of the Beaunfort-street Bridge or
at the foot of the Horseshoe Bridge in order
to get to the railway station?! I think it
would be wrong to nnload passengers on top
of the Horseshoe Bridge, herause they would
have to negotiate the old wnoden stairways
in the station. The proper place for them
to alight is at the foot of the bridge in
Wellington-street. Of coursc. there willi not
be sn manv passencers alighting at the Wel
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lington-street end of the bridge as there
will be at the sther end.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Take the other side.

Hon. T. MOORE: If the people had to
alight from the trams at the Roe-street end,
they would be at no greater disadvantage
than are the people who alight from the
cars at Beaufort-street.

Hon, (i, W. Miles: Has it been decided
not to stop the cars on the top of the
bridge?

Hon. T. MOORE:

Hon. G. W. Miles:
Beanufort-street bridge.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But the Beaufort-
street bridee s straight and you can see
all the traffie,

Hon, T. MOORE: I have traversed the
Horseshoe Bridge with a man who knows a
lot about traffic and he pointed out that
there one has a perfectly clear view., I in-
vite any member to go there and see for
himself.

Hon. J. Ewing: You cannot see what is
on the other side of the Horseshoe Bridge.

Houn. T, MOORE: [ admit that, but an
improvement is to be made.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
lamp post down!

Hon. T. MOORE: XNo, a big concrate
corner pillar is to be removed, and thus
there will be a clear view at that part. «
am satisfied there is no more likelihood of
davger arising there than on the Beaufort-
street bridge. XNo doubt there will be an
outery from the business people of Welling-
ton-street. Whenever a tram has been re-
moved from any central thoroughfare, there
has always been a wail from someone. The
Wellington-street landowners and business
people will naturally object, because traffie
will be diverted from their placcs of busi-
ness, I hope it is not the voice of the
business people of Perth that is making it-
self articulate here to-day. [ believe many
members are eonvinced that a real danger
will exist, bt after having looked for my-
self, I am satisfied there will be no greater
danger than on the Braufort-street Bridge.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You have looked only
once. We have been examining it every day
for the last 10 years,

I do not know.
They stop on top of

By taking a

Sitting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

The COLONIAL BSECRETA/Y (Hom.
J. M. Drew—Central) [7.30]: Neo one will
question the right or the sineerity of Mr.
Nigholson in moving the adjournment of the
House on this gquestion. The hon. memher
represents the Metrepolitan Province, and
the matter is one that comes within the
region of his duties. Moreover those who
know Mr. Nicholson will acquit him of any
disposition to indulge in factious opposition.
Bot the hon. member should recognise that
the proposal to take the trams over the
Horseshoe Bridge is not the result of 2
mere moment’s thought. The step would
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not have Leen contemplated had there been
any reason to believe that it would be at-
tended with any unusual element of danger.
The tramway experts should be best queli-
fied to deeide tlhe question. They have had
years of {raining in this particular business
and slould be in a position to come to a
wise eonelusion as to whether the Horseshoe
Bridge can be used for troms without undue
danger to the publie. It the tramway
people were liable to err in this connection,
then the IRailway Department’s officers
should be of valuable assistance in the diree-
tion of enabling the tramway manragement
to come to a safe conclusion.  Evidently
there is an impression, not e:aetly in this
House but outside; that the Minister for
Railways is embarking on the scheme with-
out the concurrence of the responsible offi-
cers, That is not so. He 18 supported by
the advice of those who, after many years
of practical experience, are in a good posi-
fion to guwide him on this gquestion. Again,
it has been pointed out to me that this very
bridge was originally designed and econ-
struoted with a view to its being eventually
used for a tramway. That was in the days
when a company operated the metropolitan
tramways. Some difficulty arose between
the company and the Government, and con-
sequently the utilisation of the Horseshoe
Bridge for the purposes of a tramway was
not brought about. There has been a good
deal of eriticism as t6 the insufficiency of
space for ordianary traffic if two trams
should be on the bridge together; but, as
indicated by the plan that is now lying on
the Table of the House, there would be on
the narrowest portion of the bridge at least
12 feet between the trams and the foot-
paths,

Hon. J. Duffell: When the tram ig swing-
ingd

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That ia
allowing for the sway of the trams in round-
ing the curves. In many instances there
wonld be considerably more clearance than
12 feet. Now, under the Traffic Act no
vehicle is permitted to have a greater 'width
than 7ft, 6 in. Few vehiclea are constructed
of a greater width than 5 feet, and thus it
is evident that there will be ample room for
motors and vehicles on the bridge even if
tramways are Jaid down and operated.
There has been no complaint of the motor
cars using the bridge, and yet they are
infinitely more dangerous than tram ecars.
A tram ecar is driven by a trained man on
defined lines according to the dictates of
prudence; but motor cars, when in the
hands of irresponsible drivers, as is often
the case, sweep along the bridge at a terrifie

ace.
P Hon, J. J. Holmes: You will have both
trams and motors there presently.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The de-
partmental engineers say definitely there is
no need for alarm in connection with the
working of the trams over the bridge, and
surely they ought to know, They are
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gpecially trained to safeguard agaimst the
possibility of danger in the construction and
opetation of the lines, and as against their
opimions we have only those of inexperienced
persons, which would not carry much weight.
X am nct relerring to the Houee, but to out-
side when I say it is aaserted that motorists
alone are responsible for the agitation
agdinst the trams going over the Horseshoe
Bridge. They are anxious to retain control
over that thoroughfare, and they have the
avdacity to say that the trams would be
dangerous, would be juggernauts, About
three mornths ago I staved at the Royal
Hotel for e fairly long period, and from
the balcony I watched the motor cars
scorching down the bridge across the inter-
section of Wellington-strect and William-
street. If they did not prove to be jugger-
pauts, it certainly was npot the fault of
their drivers. The ‘‘Bunday Times,’’ which
ia a vigilant observer of passing events, in
an article appearing in ite issue of the 14th
September last, and headed ‘‘Horseshoe
Bridge Thrille, ‘Mobility’ of Mad Motorists,
Whieh Reguires Drastic Measures,”’ com-
mented on the sitvation as follows;—

If the fastidious thrill-seeker for whom
the ‘‘stunt’’ movies have become tame
and tedious is in seareh of new sensa-
tions that will make an adeguate appeal
to his spine, he might be well advised to
oceupy for half an hour a point of obser-
vation on the Horsehoe Bridge and watch
the unregulated motor traffic thereon. But
because the observer will note i sorpris-
ing amount of contributory negligence on
the part of foot passengers, that is no
reason why some drivers of motor vchicles
should transgress all the laws of fair
traffic. Motorists may be the salt of the
earth, but that does not privilege them to
pickle the pedestriams. On that congested
thoroughfare not only do the delinquents
disregard the safety limit of speed, but
their motor horns are as silent as the grave
to which they would appear to be willing
to consign a possible victim. From this
road, above all others, the reckless and
the inexpert motorists ought to be ban-
ished, because it is the chief entrance way
from the eity to the large school for boys,
girls, and infants.

The *‘Sunday Times’’ puts the case very
well, and ghows that some motorists are a
menace to life and limb. The tram cars will
serve at least one good purpose by causing
the reckless motorist to regulate the speed
of hiz car when passing over the bridge, a
thing many motorists never do at present.
Ags to the pedestrians, there are footpaths
for them, and unless thev deliberately court
danger. they have absolutely nothing to
fear. Tt has been supgested by some out-
gide the House, and even by some inside
the House, that tram ecar passengers should
be drommed ot the foot of William-street
and Bennfort-street and foreed to walk to
the bnsiness centre of the citv: in other
words, that the comfort of thousands of
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people should be sacrificed in order that
niotor ¢ars shotld have a clear and unjnter-
rupted run inte the ¢ity. Mr. Willmott, 1
helieve, suggested that Roe-street should be
a one-way street. [t is the intention of the
Minister ior Railways to endeavour to have

Roe-street made a one-way street.  This
will get over much of the difficulty
that has been anticipated. Mr. Bax-

ter wanted to know whether the Com-
missioner of Police had been consulted.
The Commissioner of Police is in charge of
the administration of the Traffie Act, but
he certainly is not qualified to express an
opinion on this subject, or certainly not as
well qualified as the expert officers of the
Tramway and Raihvay Departments, Both
sets of officers are in accord as to the
posgibility of carrying on operations over
the Harseshoe Bridge without undve risk.
The officers of the Tramway Department who
have reported favourably on the project are
the Traffic Superintendent, Mr. Shillington;
the Permanent Way Engineer, Mr. Ogden; and
the Electrical Engineer, Mr. Clarke. They
strongly recommended the undertaking, and
they say that not only will it give people
living between William-street and Pulwer-
street a quicker service into the city, but
that it will save over £3,000 per annum in
operating expenses. Then the Railway De-
partment comes in, The Chief Engineer for
Existing Lines has alse reported favourably
on the projeet. Both in the Railway De-
partment and in the Tramway Department
there i3 unanimity of opinion favourablic to
the proposal. The Government intend to
nse almost entirely single cars on the new
route, and that is one way in which the
possibility of danger will be wminimised.
Before T had notice of Mr, Nicholson’s in-
tention to move the adjournment of the
Houge, all arrangements to carrv out the
work had been completed, and a start had
been made. The matter has since heen dis-
eussed by the City Council, and there are
Mifferences of opinion even among that
body, who, as is well known, represent the
ratepayers of Perth. There is no unanimity
in the City Council relative to this matter.
The experts say that the project is safe
from the point of view of the quantity of
traffic going over the bridge; they fail to
see any nnusial element of danger. Y hope
my statement will prove satisfaectory to Mr.
Nicholzon and to all concerned. To-day the
Minister for Railways received from the
Mt. Hawthorn Progress Assoeiation, through
the member for the district, Mr. Millington,
a8 letter reading as follows:—
H. Millington, Esq., M.I.A., Dear Sir,
At the last meeting of this assoriation I
wa3 requested to convey to the powers
that be throueh vour goodself the com-
gratulations of this assoeiation on the de.
cision of the Government to adopt a new
route via William-street bridge for the
tramg eoming in this direction. Tt is be-
lieved this will considerably reduce the
time taken for the journey from the rity
to ovr loea) terminus.
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Hon. J. Duffell: Who signed that letter?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
honorary secerctary of the Mt. Hawthorn
Progress Association. 1 will take an early
opportunity of conveying to the Government
the views expressed by this House, and I
would ask Mr. Nicholson to withdraw his
motion.

Hon. J, NTCHOLSON (Metropolitan—in
reply} [7.40]: 1 appreciate the fact that
the Leader of the House has been so
gracicus as to acquit, not only me, but
other members who have supported the mo-
tion, from any party feeling in regard to it,
thereby dispelling the suggestion which was
wrongly made by Mr. Gray. T regret that
Mr. Gray shonld have been misled to even
imputing anything so base in a matter of
such serious impertance as this. T need not
agsure the Mintster, ner Mr. Gray, nor any
other person who may have spoken in sup-
port of the motion, that only one motive
actuated me in regard to the (uestion, and
that was the safety of the public. T had
only that one desire heeause not only my con-
stituents, but various bodies who were im-
pressed by tlie apparent dangers if the work
was proceeded with further, brought the
matter foreibly before me. Those people
believed that the work wonld bhe attended
not only with danger bat with possible loss
of life, and it was for that reason that I
brought the matter before the House. Mr.
Ewing mentioned that he would like to have
heard the subject debated carlier, but
it was felt. not only by myself, but by other
membhers, that we should have expected to
find the ity Counecil taking definite action.
As the IL:rder of the House has pointed
out, ther. is a difference of opinion
amongst members of that body with regard
to the serionaness ottaching to the laying of
tram lines over the bridge. That being the
ease, it devolved upon a member of this
House to bring the matter forward by way
of an urgency motion, in order to impress
npon the Govprnment how seriously the
memhers of the metropolitian and metropoli-
tan-suburban areas viewed the matter. 1
reming members that over a week ago T
agked certain gquestions relating to the sub-
ject. That was a preliminary to this mo-
tion, and the replies I received not having
achieved the resulf ome wonld have de-
sired, T was compelled to submit the
urgeney motion. It will be seen, there-
fore, that evervthing possible was done,
and if any acrident should arise—
and we earnestly hope none will oceur—
then we s members will feel that we can he
aequitted of blame in the matter. No one
would regret more deeply than the Minister
in charge of fthiz department if a serious
acrident did take place, I feel sure that he,
anl the other members of the Government,
will he imnressed with what members of this
Chamher have said to-day. T hope that
their remarks may hear fruit. I realise
from the reply given by the Colonial Secre-
tary that owing to the opinions expressed
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by responsible officers, the Government feel
that the work c¢an be carried out with safety.
I have my views on the question and time
only will prove whether, or not I had good
ground for my fears. I trust that mo hon.
member will again imipute to anothér mem-
ber in this House anything but honourable
motives, If there is a Chamber in existénce
in any State of Australia where member$_
ileas and motives are pure, it is this Cham.
ber. We, as individual members and as a
House, ean clajm that we at all times seek
to do justice and to do that which is right.
We endeavour to carry ouf our duties to the
hest of onr ability. We endeavour to make
representations, as it i3 our bounden duty to:
do, on behalf of our constituents, but when
we seo¢ things done whirh we consider do
not bhenefit the community, then, of course,
we shall always be expected to make our-
relves heard. Whilst T am impressed with
what the Leader of the House said, T still
think in regard to the bridge that the mat-
ter should ke earefully weighed and congid-
ered more fully by the Government fhan has
heen done, and that the opinions of inde-
pendent experts should be obtained. T trust
the Government will not logk upon it as
heing too late to secure thoze opiniens.
Having achieved the ohjeet T had in view,
namely, the ventilation of this important
matter, T will, in accordance with the pro-
eednre usually followed in these matters,
ask Teave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

L.LEAVE OF ARSENCE,

On metion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
ahsence for 12 sittings granted to Hon. E.
Rose (Sonth-West) on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILT.S (2)—PTRST READIXNG.
, Trust Funds Investment.
¥, Fremantle Muniecipal Tramways.
Rereived from the Asacmbly,

BILL—PRIVATE SAVINGS BANK.
Second Rending.
Debate resumad from the 18th Beptember.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—~Central—in reply) [7.55]: Only
two points have been raised in conneetion
with this Bill, cne by Mr. Ewing and the
other by M. Willmott. and the reply thaf
T shall make to the one witl ke the reply to
the other. Mr. Ewing stated that a bank
might need time to build up its funds and
find the necessary deporsit.  Mr. Willmott
wanted to know why the Governor may by
prorlamation exempt any private savings
hank, either whollv ar o any speeial extent,
fram the operation af the measure. This
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subclupse, like most of the Bill, has been
taken Irvom the Queensland Aet, and its
object is to meet such a position as that
indicated by Mr. Ewing. A bank in its
early stages may not be able to find the
£10,000 Aeposit straight away, and it may
not be necessary from the point of view
of :tubility. A lesser minount might suffice
for the time being. In the circomstances .t
might te advisable to exempt it ror a period
fromi the operation of the measure. Of
course this will have to he done by proclama-
tion. Evervone will know that the bank 1s
exempted and if any objection is raised,
thnt chjeetion can be voiced in Parliament
and the Government con be called wpon to
justify their conduct. The Primary Pro-
“duoeers’ Bank has heen mentioned, Pro-
balbiy that is a bank te which this clause
eovid, if necessary, be made to apply. The
bank would have to convince the Govern-
ment that it was in a stable condition as
regards its finanees and that there wonld
be no reasonable ground for objection to
the granting of these matters. So far as
I know nobody has applied for exemption or
contemplates applving. This is a provision
that exists in the Queensiand Aect; in fact,
the Bill is alrost a eopy of the Queensland
legislation. Tt is desirable to have the
provicion in the Bill in caze it is necessary
to ntilise it on just grounds.

Question put and passed.
Rilt read a second time,

In Committee.
Hon, J. W. Eirwan in the Chair: the
Colonial Secretary im charge of the Bill.
Clagses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Ilnterpretation:

Hon. H. SFDDON: Will permanent
boilding societies come under the provisions
of this Bill? They receive money and pay
interest on it unfil the shares mature.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
certain they would not come under the pro-
visions of this measure.

Clause put and passed.

Claugses 4 to 15—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

BN reported without amendment,

Recommitial,

On metion by Hon. J. XNicholsom, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clause 7.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan in the Chair:
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clause 7—Quarterly with
Minister:

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: Where a private
gavings bank provides the securitv, that is
asked for in the shape of the £10,000, it
gives an indieation of its hona fides to carry
on husiness and provide a suhstantial som

the
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towards its ebligations. [t should mot,
therefore, be called upon to give up 70 per
cent. vof its deposits to the Government. I
undeistand this has bheen adopted from an
arrangement that exists in Quevnsland he-
tween the State Saviags Bank and the Cow-
monwealth Bank, whereby 70 per vent. of the
depesits are todged with the Commonwealth
Bank to prevent compeotition between the
two institutions. Ta that case wo lum) sum
deposit is paid. It seems havdly fair that
the Western Australian Governnwnt shounld
demand from those seeking to enter into this
business, mnot only the £10,000h  but
alsn the 70 per cent. To avoid this unfair-
ness the elanse should be struck out. It
means that no other hank ¢ould enter into
eompetition with the State Savings Bank
and that all the other provisions of the
Bill are, in a sense, so much camouflage,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: MMr
Nicholson cannot he serious, for his supges.
tion wonld mean that anyome who |uts up
£10,000 deposit would be abhle to start in
competition with the $State Bavings Bank.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Youn do not like
the Government being attacked in the way
they attack private people.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
State Savings Bank has done a great deal
towards the development of the State, and
in the carly days financed all the loans to
agriculturists at a low rate of interest. If
any bank does make a Jdeposit of £11,000,
that is taken as congideration in connection
with the payment of 70 per cent. of the de-
posits.  That is guite a fair arrangement.
The Government eannot accept the Bill un-
Iess the eclanse is included.

Hon, H, SEDDON: T am with Mr. Niehol.
son to this extent, that if the Bill be passed
with the clause included, the estahlishment
of private savings banks will be preveuted.
Should there be a run on such private sav-
ings hanks they wonld not he in a position
to miecet the demands until a lapse of three
monthe, when they would reccive their
money back. Boiled down, the position is
that the Bill will prevent the estahlishment
of private savings hanks.

Hon. T. Ewing: Tt is hetter to sav that
straight out.

Hon. H. SEDNON: Owing to the price
of money to-day the State Savings Buank is
not paring a fair return to depositors, Tf
private savines hankx were establiched and
they paid a fair return, the State Savings
Bank wonld have to folloew smit. TDespite
what the Minister sars, T believe the Bill
will apnly to sncieties that reecite mumerw
un dleposit pew and they will be wirid aut
heeause they will pot be able te somply with
the provisions regarding the deposit of
£10,00n that has to he put vn, and tie 70
ner cent. of their deposits thot liave ta he
handed to the Government for the perind set
out.

Hoen. J. TWING: Tf the nncitinn i« as
Mr. 8cddan has stated, the Minister <hould
advise the Committee as to the positio af
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the small societies, The Minister has stated
that the Bill will not mean the wiping out
of those bodies, but it might be as well to
report progress so that he may the better
explain the position.

Progress reported.

BILL—TRADE UXNIONS ACT
AMENDMENT,

In Committee, etle.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BI1.L.—XNOXTOUS WEEDS.
Sceond Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central} [8.21] in moving the
second reading said: The Noxious Weeds
Act of 1904 has proved unsatisfactory for
the reason that it did wnot provide effec-
tively for dealing with noxious weeds in
Western Australia. It made no provision
for the seizure and destruction of imported
noxious weeds and seeds at the ports or
places of entry., If seeds were being im-
ported into the State that contained poxi-
ous weed seeda the Agriculturai Depart-
ment would have no power to seize or de-
stroy those consignments, At the present
time stock of all kinds ean be imported into
Western Australia, and they may be covered
with noxious weed seeds. There is no effec-
tivc method of dealing with that position,
The Bill provides for imported stock being
placed in quarantine at the point of dis-
embarkation to enable the stock to be
examined and all necessary steps taken in
order to destroy noxious weed seeds that
may be adbering to them. The responsi-
bility of seeing that the stock is clean rests
with the importer in the first instanee, and
a penalty of £100 ig provided for an in-
fringement of that clause. Provigion is
made in the Bill for stoek for exhibition
purposes being exempted, provided suit-
able safeguards are adopted. Hon. mem-
hers will realise the importance of the clause
when I inform them that reeently a large
number of horses were imported from the
Eastern States and on examination the
animals were found to be literally covered
with Rathurst Burr. The burrs were not only
in the fetlocks but in the tails and manes
of the animals. Fortunately the owner was
prepared to take the steps suggested by
the Department of Apriculture, and the
horses were cleansed of the seeds which were
auitably dealt with. As a matter of fact
the department Fad po power to compel the
owner to take that action. The Bill is in-
tended to supply the department with
the necessary rowers. Under the 1904 Aect
the department was responsible for dealbing
with weeda and endeavoured to do so
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by wmeans of honorary imspectors. This
hay proved unsatisfactory as it has been
found almost impossible to induce those
honorary inspectors to carry out their
duties. In the majority of instances they
are afraid of the possibility of making
enemies among people connected with the
municipalities or road boards concerned.
Under the Bill it is propesed, with the
epirit of the times, to invest the local
authorities with power to deal with mat-
ters which are esseatially of purely local
importance. The Bill gives them powor
to destroy noxious weeds in their districts
and to force settlers to desiroy them. It
also provides that the local authorities
ghall destroy noxious weeds growing on
the roads. In the event of the loeal
authority proving negligent in carrying
ont those duties, the Bill provides that tbe
Minister may take necessary aetion and
the Minister can recover the expenses
attached to the eradication of the weeds
from the local authority, whether a muai-
cipality or a road board. The Govern-
ment do not propose to compel others to
take action without doing all that is neces-
sary themselves. On the Minister for
Lands and the Commissioner of Railways
will devolve a certain amount of responsi.
bility iun this respect and they will have
to carry the responsibility of eclearing
noxious weeds from railway reserves,
stock routes, camping grounds and un-
cecupied land within one mile of culti-
vated land. We have alreadv a number
of noxious weeds in this State, inecluding
stinkwort, stinking Roger, Paterson’s
curse, Spurge weed, Bathurst burr, black-
berries and earnation weed. Some of
those are a serious menace in some coun-
try districts, but bave not spread to other
areas, It is desirable that those areas
shall be eontrolled and the weeds pre-
vented from getting a hold in clean dis-
tricts. The carnation weed or, as it is also
called, the Spurge weed, exists in the
municipality of Geraldton but nowhere
else. The efforts of the Government will
be to confine that weed to that particular
municipality. Within that area the weed
will not, in all probability, be declared a
noxious weed but every effort will be
made to prevent it from spreading from
there. .

Hon, T. Moore: That has been so for
several years past.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: ¥Yes, in
that distriet. It is desirable that steps
skould be taken to keep other districts
clean from the weed.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Where is the loecal
body to get the momey necessary to
eradicate noxious weeds?

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: That
responsibility becomes a charge upon the
revenue of the munieipality.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Some munleipalities
conld not stand the expense.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Then it
will open up another avenue for fresh
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taxation, Noxious weeds are becoming
more general and more varied each year.
The fear of the Agricultural Department
is that unless drastic steps ave taken sgon,
the State will be faced with considerable
risk and danger, not only to the agricul
teral industry but to the pastoral industry
as well. As to the clauses of the BRBill,
Clause 2 provides that the Noxious Weeds
Act passed in 1904 shall be repealed.
Under Clause 4 the Governor may declare
any plant a noxious weed. He may make
a declaration apply to the whale State or
may restrict it to certain districts. Clause
5 gives the Governor authority to appoint
inspectors and to invest them with such
powers as may be deemed necessary for
the effective performance of their duties.
Under Clanse 6 the local authorities may
appoint Jocal inspectors, who shall aot
only have the power conferred by this
Act, but also any additional powers given
them by the loca! authority under by-laws
made under the Act. Clanse 7 gives the
loesl autherity power to order the destrue-
tion of noxious weeds within its district.
If the owner or occupier fails to comply
with the order, the iocal authority can
step in, destroy the weeds and recover the
cost from the owner in a court of law.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What will be done
to the local authority if it Qoes not
destroy the weeds on its own land?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government will do the work and hold
the local authority responsible.

Hon. J. Cornell: And what shall be done
to the Government if they fail to destroy
weeds on Crown landa?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Under
(lavse 8 the local authority is bound to
destroy noxious weeds growing on any
Jand under its control. This is only right,
It would be farcical if the local authori-
ties could force others to do what they
themselves are not prepared to do.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will the Railway
authorities be held responsible for their
own land?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yey,
and so too will the Landas Department.
Under Clause 9 the owner is to a certain
extent protected, No person cam be com-
pelled to clear his land of noxious weeds
while the local authority mnegleets to
destroy weeds on roads and lands under
its control. Clause 10 gives power of
entry to the inspectors. In Clause 11 pro-
vision i5s made for the expenses of elear-
ing land to be borne by the owmer and
occupier, but the proportions will be pre-
seribed by regulation. An owner having
only a partial interest in the land and
feeling dissatisfied with his proportion of
costs may take his case to a judge in
Chambera.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why not to a leeal
magietrate in a country distriet?

The COULONTAL SECRETARY: T have
no ohjection to that, TUnder Clause 12 the
vwner and the oceupier must not hinder one
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another in carrying out amy notice served
under the provisions of the Act. Clause 13
enables a mortgagee to add to bis mortgage
debt the cost of any obligations imposed on
him under the measure. Clauses 14 and 15
are the usual provisions te be found in a
Bill of this sort, while Clauses 16, 17, 18,
and 19 are of n machinery nature.

Hon. A. Burvill: Where does the Agri-
eultural Bank c¢ome in?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
whole measure is designed largely in the in-
terests of the Agricultural Bank. Clause
20 impoges a penalty of £10 on any person
whe introduces noxious weede or seeds into
the State, Clause 21 is important. It pro-
vides for the quarantining of all stock
brought into the State until the inspector is
satisfied they are entirely free from the
seeds of noxioug weeds, Sheep muost be
kept in quarantine until they are shorn, un-
less it be shown to the satisfaction of the
inspeetor that they are intended for exhibi-
tion purposes. Wool must not be sold within
the State unless it is certified to ba free
from the seeds of noxiors weeds. TUnder
Clauge 23 the local authorities may apply
ordinary revenue to any expenses incurred
under the Aet, Clauses 24 and 25 are
machinery provisions. Clause 26 gives the
local authority power to make by-lawa,
Clause 28 provides that in the event of de-
fault by a local avthority in carrying out
its duties, the Minister cav appeoint a com-
missioner or an inapector, who will have all
the powers of the local authority, and the
local authority must pay the salary of the
commissioner or inspector and all other ex-
penses. Clause 29 compels the Minister for
Lands and the Commisgioner for Railwaye
to clear lands under their reapective control
within & mile of cultivated land. Clause 30
gives power to make regulations. T move—

That \the Bill be now read ¢ second
time,

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—ELECQTORAL ACT AMEXND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 10th September.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN (South) [8.36]:
T jutend to vote against the second read-
ing. Tt is a EBill with very far-reaching
consequences, and I ask hon. members to
consider what the results may be if the Bill
he brought into operation, Of course we
are all human, and ineclined to regard the
Bill from the point of view of how it will
affect ourselves personally or the respective
parties to which we belong or are disposed
to favour.

Hon, J. Ewing:
take.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN: We are all sub-
ject to nnconrciovs bias, and may be in-

That is not the view I
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elined to take the personal view on a Bill
like this. I have heard it said that had
eompulsory veting been in operation, the re-
gult of the recent general elections would
have been quite different from what it was,
Always after an clection the defeated party,
particularly if the majority be narrow, ia
inclined to censider that their defeat was
hrought about by thosc who refrained from
voting, and that if compulsery voting had
been in operation the resunlt would have heen
different. T have heard that members of
tke Labour Party are equally convinced with
the supporters of other parties that compul-
sory voting wonid mecan perpetual office and
power for their party.

Hon. E. H, Gray:
ahout that.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I am not going
to szy which of those results would he the
more likely to acerme if the Bill were
bhrought into nperation. But T think, as Mr.
Ewing put it, that that iz not the point
from which to view an impertant reform
like this, that higier considerations oughs
to weigh with wus, that irrespeetive of
whether we think the Bill will favour our-
selves or the party we are inclined to sup-
port, there are much more important as-
pects  that should be taken into ae-
count. It is an extremely dangerous Rill
During the many years I have been a mem-
ber of the House no Bill brought before us
has threatened to be 3o disastrous in its re-
suita. T will endeavour to show the reason
why I make that statement, Compulsory
voting has been in operation in Queensland
for the last eight or mnine Yyears, despite
which to a large extent the law there is not
regpected. Mr. Ewing spoke of letters re-
ceived by him because of his having intro-
duced the Bill, letters approving of what he
has done.  An interjection T happened to
make indicating that T was hostile to the
Bill was reported in the Press, and as a
result I have received letters taking an al-
together different view of the Bill from
that put forward by Mr. Ewing. A letter
T have here came from a lady whom I
de not know and who is strongiv opposed
to the Bill. She is a resident of Fremantle,
It is n verv long letter, so T will not trouble
the House by reading it. The Wwriter sends
me a short newspaper elipping that shows
that the compulsory voting in Queensland is
not effective, hecause some 1,400 electors
failed to record their votes at a reeent by-
election and action has been taken againat
them. That so large a number should have
refrained from voting shows that the people
of Queensland in manv cases prefer to be
fined rather than go to a hooth. Perhaps
it should be said that they have heen called
upon to exercise a vofe when thev did mnot
feel themselves capable of forming an
opinion, or may be they were indifferent to
the result of the voting. The principal ar-
gument advaneed by Mr. Ewineg in support
of the Bill was that it has heen in opera-
tion in Queensland. But, as T have shown,
to some extent it is inoperative there. In

There is no douht
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my opinion it is better not to have inopera-
tive legislation on the statute-buok, for it
tends to bring the law into disrespect,
Whatever the Jaw may be, let it be en-
foreed; if it cunnot be enforeed, lut us not
have it at all, The passing of compulsory
voting through the Commonwealth [Darlia-
ment was an illustration of rush legisla-
tion. The Bill was bronght forward, a
conple of specehes were delivered. and the
measure was passed, Surely it will be time
enough for u« to follow the example of the
Australian  Parliament when we sce lLow
the law operstes at Federal elections.
At present Parliament, T am sorry to say,
is mot ekl iu too high regard by the peo-
ple. Throughout Australia there is a1 feel-
ing that Parlinment is different from what
those who are in Parliament know it to be,
I admit Parlinment is not perfect. The
longer we are in Parliament, the more
readily we nmst admit that Parliament is
a most inefficient instrument of govermment,
but the difficulty is to find any het-
ter system s¢ long as each individual
in the community must have a wvoice in
the government of the country. [ fail
to see how we are going tc add to the
efficiency of Parliament by forving the in-
efficient voters to express am opinion on
matters which they themselves imply they
know nothing abont, What possible gain
can there be in dragging the unwilling voter
te the poll, the indifferent individwal who,
by his desire to stay away, shows he does
not really know the subject on which he is to
be compelled to vote? Yet this Bill will re-
quire such men to he dragged to the poll
to express opinions on something they know
nothing about. T think it wonld he a great
mistake and would in“et considerable hard-
ship. The number of arguments that might
he advaneed naninet the proposal is almaost
countless. T am one of those who helieve
if we are to improve the efficiency of Par-
liament, we should have povernment by the
fit. Government by the fit is the ideal
towards which men of advanced pol-
itical thought ought to strive. There may
he differences of opinion as to wwhn “Are
the people whn are fit. T helieve schalastic
training or azdvanced education does not
necessarily make a man or woman fit to ex-
ereise the franchise. There are many pro-
fessional men, lawyers, doctors, commereial
men who, in their particular walk of life,
are men of great ability, hut whe know
nothing about politiecs, Thev dn not desire
to interest themselves in politieal nuestions.

Hon. J. Ewine: They ought to be made
to.

Hon. J. W, RIRWAN: T ask the Honuge
to consider that remark. Tt ix t1 moat
nnadulterated nonsense to talk in tha* way.
Take 2 man wha speriali-es iv medicine,
whose whale mind and thought is directed
to something of areat advantage to the rom-
mnnity. T we wish to achieve anvthing in
this world we mnust enncentrate. Tt iz eom-
centration upon a subject that prodnees the
best resnlts, No man is of any real nse in
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any walk of life -unless he- concentrates in
that way. Members of Parliament concen-
trate on politics. But take a doctor who
may be comcentrating on something of im-
mense $eTvice to humanity. We are asked
t0 say to him, *‘We compel you to devote
time to politics. . We want. to  drag you to
the poll to vote whether you like it or not.
No_doubt you are deing good work and do
not waut to be disturbed, but we are going
to drag you tu.the poll and you will have
.to vote.’’ It is a waste of human energy
fo insist upon guch a man going to the pol.
What wounld ¥ say if [ were asked to con-
gentrate in a direction T Aid not desire? Mr.
Ewing would be greatly annoyed if I told
him he was to concentrate in @ particular
direction and devote less time to politiss.
Why should we say to other prople that
they must concentrate on politics, when
they may be doing far better public
work in other directions? We should
strive to get governnment by the fit.
Let those who consider themselves fit
go along and vote. We have that
at present; people interested in polities do
go along and do vofe, and thus we are likely
to get much betfer results than by dragging
unwilling people to the poll to vote on some
questions of which ther know nothing, or
for some candidates whose merits they have
had no time to consider. There are mem-
hers in this House who at times refrain
from voting. How many members, having
their lives insured in the AMP. Society
every vear receive a notice to vote for diree-
tors, and refrain from doing s0? I have
never voted for directors becanse T do not
know the merits of the candidates and
have not time to inquire who are
the best men. T leave it +to the
people who take an interest in the mat-
ter and can exercise an intelligent vote, T
have eertain blacks of land that entitle me
to votes in municipalities and road hoarrs,
and again and again T get notices asking me
to vote at some election. The candidates

are merely names to me; 1 cannot
inquire into the merits of the wvari-
ous candidates of this road board

or that munieipal couneil, and so T
refrain from voting. Tf T voted blindly
T shonld be doing more harm than good.
Tf T devoted mv time to asecertaining whao
was the best man, T wounld regard it as
time wasted. T leave those elections to the
people who ean ecast an intellipent vote,
Tf we leave it to the people whe do vote
to oxereise this nrivilege, they are the best
fitted to vote. TFf we drag in people who
know nothing about polities, the results may
he Aisastrons.

Hon. J. Ewing: Thev ought to do their
duty, anrhow,

Hon. J. W, RTRWAN: The hon, memher,
ton, iz asking us fo do somethine that is
ahsolutelv impassibie of aeeomplishment. Tt
wonld be utterly absurd for us to pass
compulsory enrclment for the Legislative
Couneil
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Hon. J. Etring:
opinion. -
Hon, J, W. KIRWAN: Even the hon.
member will agree, I think, that it is abso-
lutely impossible to bring about compulsory
enrolment for the Legislative Coumeil. If
he wants to do that the first thing will be
to alter the Constitution. A goed deal of
doubt exists as-to whether certain individ-
uals have qualificatiohs for voting for the
Legislative Council. One lawser would give
an opinion that a eertain individual was
qualified to vote for this House; another
Jawyer reparding that same  individual

That is a ma'tté.l_' of

-might easily give an opinion that the per-

son wag not entitled, and, furthermore, that
if he signed a declaration he might- be
prosecuted for making a false declaration,
imasmuch as he was not entitled to a vote
for the Council. 1f it becomes a matter
of compulsion the unfortunate elector-is in
a most difficult position. Tf he signs the
pneccgsary declaration, he may be prosecuted.
Tf he does not sign it, he is liable to dbe
prosecuted for not heing an the roll. What
on earth is the elector to do? The peopls
surely have enough difficulties to contend
with and .enough laws to interpret without
having piled on to them this additional re-
quirement, - I direct attention to Section 16
of the Constitetion Aets Amendment Act,
18909, which reads—

Where any premises are jointly owned,
occupied, or held on lease or license with-
in the meaning of the last preceding sec-
tion, by more persons than one, each of
such -joint owners, occupiers, leaseholders,
or licensees, not exceeding four, ghall be
entitled to be registered aw an elector,
and soehiject as aforesaid to wote in re-
spect of the said premises in case the
value of the individual interest therein
of any soch person separately considered,
would, under the provisions of the last
preeeding seetion, entitle sueh person to
he registered as an elector.

‘Where there are joint owners and cecupiers
thev shall he entitled to be registered as
voters, but the number for any particular
property shall not exceed four. A property
may be held by five or six people and no-
hody may e registered. Then who would
he nresecuted and who would be let off?

Hon. T. H, Gray: Prosecute the lot.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Suppose two or
three only were on the roll, how could we
sav whe should he prozeruted?

Hon., E., H, Gray: The easiest way out
would be to amend the Constitution.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN: It is absol-tely
impaossible to carry out the provisions of the
Bill. Without eompnisory enrolment, wonld
not compulsory vofing be an utter farce?
I represent a province of vast extent. There
is an immense number of pruspectors, pas-
toralists, farmers and other men outback
arainst wham compulzory voting would op-
erate verv harshly indeed. Some of those
men have to travel five to 50 miles to reach
the pearest polling Vhooth. Tt is all very
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well for Mr. Ewing to say we should have
more booths, or that provision showld be
made for postal voting, We cannot provide
& polling booth or postal vote officer
wherever there may be only one or two
electors, If this measurs be paesed, the
hon. member will need to have an inter-
pretation of the words ‘‘a valid and
sufficient reason.’’ Would it he a valid
and sufficient remson for not voting that
a man had to travel 50 miles?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Certainly,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Would Mr, Ewing
insert a clause specifying a distance?
If he would, it would mean that the pro-
vigion would increase the predominanee
of the ecity against the country vote.
The Bill would operate harshly against
electors outback as compared  with
electors living in the city, who merely
have to crogs the street to vote, Note the
extraordinary position: It would give an
imiiensely sdded power to the people in
the city o the disadvantage of the pastor-
alists, farmers, miners, timber-getters, and
80 on. It would certainly help the city
population as against the people ploneering
the outback country, the most worthy of
all residents of the State,

Hom. J. Corneli: There are electors in
South Provinee who cannot vote becanse the
time between the closing of nominations and
polling day ddocs not permit of their for-
warding a postal vote.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: That is quite
right., One disbrict, to which Mr. Ewing
proposes to apply the Bill, stretches east-
ward of a line that might be taken from
Coolgardie Sonth to Esperance. In the whole
district to the cast of that line there are a
number of pastoralists, men whe are pion-
eers and entitled to vote, but they would
have to travel very quickly, and over
hundreds of miles, to be at a hooth in time
to vote. Yet the hon. member proposes to fine
them if they do not vote. The proposal is
most unfair to the country eleetors. As
regards the postal voie, there cannot be 2
postal vote officer everywhere—for in-
stance, on a station where there might
be only two or three voters. Take
the North Provinee, which you, M.
President, and Mr. Holmes and Mr. Miles
represent: what hope would the electors of
that province have? Some of them would
have to travel hundreds of miles to vote,
and yet the hon. member wopld fine them if
if they did not come to the poll. Take the
ease of the farmer and his wife with a num-
ber of children. The parents would not
leave the children alone. The farmer would
have to come to town one day to exercise
a vote by post, leaving his wife at homte,
and after his return the wife would go in
to vote, leaving the husband to look after
the childrez. The hon. member would
make it a crime if the farmer and his wife
aid not travel, sa¥, 50 or 100 milea for the
purpose of exercising a franchise that secems
very important to the mover to the Bill,
but much less important to the people out-
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back. Many clectors in eountry snd min-
ing districts would prefer paying the £2
fine rather than travel many tailes m order
to vote for ome of various pecple abont
whose claims for election.they are in-
different. I oppose the Bill for the
tollowing reasons:—First, I think we
ought to wzit until we see how the
system of eompulsory voting operates in the
case of the Commonwealth. Seeondly, com-
pnlsory voting would enormeously incremse
the mumber of offenders against the law.
The third reason is that by increasing the
number of offenders against the law, we
shall bring the law into comtempt. The
fourth reason is that the proposed measure
would necessitatc huge additional work for
the Eleetoral Department, and so increase
the State’s electoral expenses. [ have given
one instanee in Queensland, when 1,400 elee-
tors refrained from voting, Think of the
aumber of defanlting etectors after a gen-
eral election and the work of sendimg out
demands to show cause, and after that think
of the proceedings in the courts. A fifth
reason for my opposition to the Bill is that
the enactment of the measure would entail
but little trouble to city electors with poll-
ing booths close to their homes, but would
be 8 severe hardship to electors in the out-
baek) mining and pastoral distriets, who
might have to travel hundreds of miles in
order to reach a polling beoth. A sixth
reason is that the Bill would increase the
voting power of ths city as against outback
regidents, A seventh reason is that com-
pulsory enrolment for the Legislative Coun-
cil is absolutety impossible, My Iast reasonm,
and [ regard it as the most important of all,
is that it will not improve the efficiency of
Parliament to force inefficient voters to
vote,

On motion by Hon. E, H, Gray, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.6 p.m,



